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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 00363 100857Z POSS DUPE 
ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO OES-06 EB-07 INT-05 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 IO-13 AID-05 L-03 DLOS-06 SAL-01 /064W 

100934Z 120948/15 

R 100656Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 478 

UNCLAS NEW DELHI 0363 

FOR NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (UMFS), NOAA, COMMERCE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS ETRD IN 

SUBJECT: INDIAN FISHERIES CATCHES AND SEAFOOD EXPORTS 
REF: STATE 303763, 1976 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION NEW DELHI INFO CALCUTTA MADRAS 
FROM BOMBAY JAN 07 REPEATED: 

QUOTE 

BOMBAY 0080 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, IN 

SUB J : INDIAN FISHERIES CATCHES AND SEAFOOD EXPORTS 
REF: (A) STETE 303763; (B) NEW DELHI 18705; (C) MADRAS 0040 

1 . OUR DISCUSSIONS ON SUBJECTWITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THREE 
LARGE FISHING FIRMS AND AN INDEPENDENTCONSULTANT, BY AND 
LARGE, CORROBORATE FINDINGS REPORTED IN REF (CGLM FOLLOWING 
INDUSTRY DATA IS TO SUPPLEMENT MADRAS' ROUND-UP. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 00363 100857Z POSS DUPE 

2. OUR INDUSTRY CONTACTS BELIEVED THAT UNUSUALLY HIGH SHRIMP 
PRICES IN THE JAPANESE AND US MARKETS IN 1976 TRIGGERED 
BUOYANCY IN INDIAN EXPORTS. THEY, HOWEVER, DID NOT IDENTIFY 
REASONS FOR NEW HIGH IN PRICES EXCEPT STATING THAT IMPROVED 
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN THESE COUNTRIES LED TO INCREASED 
DEMAND. WITH THE END OF FESTIVAL SEASON IN US AND HEAVY 
POST-CHRISTMAS INVENTORY AT HAND WITH IMPORTERS, INDIAN 
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EXPORTERS ANTICIPATE SOME SCALE-DOWN IN PRICE LEVEL BUT ARE 
STILL HOPEFUL OF GOOD BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN TERMS OF 
PRICE AND DEMAND FROM MARCH ONWARDS. 

3. SHRIMP LANDINGS IN MAHARASHTRA COAST ARE BELIEVED TO BE 
AVERAGE IN 1976 BUT GUJARAT COASTLINE SHOWED AN IMPROVEMENT 
IN CATCH. EXPORTERS ARE MAKING EFFORTS TO IMPROVE YIELDS 
THROIGH EXTENSIVE DISBURSEMENT OF ADVANCE MONEY TO LOCAL 
FISHERMEN ENCOURAGING THEM TO INTENSIFY OPERATIONS. THERE 

IS LITTLE TRAWLER OPERATIONS ON UPPER WEST COAST SINCE MOST 
OF THE TRAWLERS ARE DEPLOYED ON EAST COAST WHERE SHRIMP 
LANDINGS ARE BELIEVED TO BE HIGHER, THEIR QUALITY BETTER. 

AND THERE IS LESS COMPETITION FROM LOCAL FISHERMEN. 

4. IN SUPPORT OF COMMENT MADEIN PARA 6 REF (C). WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT SHRIMP REJECTION RATE IN US IN 1976 WAS 
WITHIN TOLERABLE LIMITS. OUR CONTACTS EXPRESSED SATISFACTION 
LITH ARRANGEMENTS CONSLUDED BETWEEN FDA AND INDIAN GOVERNMENT 
ON PRESHIPMENT INSPECTION OF MARINE PRODUCE. THEY ALSO 
CREDITED THE LOCAL REGULATORY AGENCY WITH EFFECTIVE 
MONITORING OF EXPORT QUALITY. FROG LEGS, HOWEVER, ARE 
ANOTHER MATTER SINCE ITS BASIC PROCESSING IS HANDLED BY 

SMALL FIRMS HERE HAVING INADEQUATE FACILITIES. WE WERE TOLD 
THAT LARGE FIRMS ARE DISINCLINED TO HANDLE FROG LEG 
EXPORTS TO IS FOR REASONS OF HIGH REJECTION RATE, NON- 
AVAILABILITY OF INSURANCE COVER AND CONSEQUENT BAD NAME IN 
THE MARKET. 

5. REF A (PAR 6) NO CREDIBLE INFORMATION ON UNDP PROGRAM 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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FOR SURVEY OF WESTERN CONTINENTAL SHELF IS AVAILABLE IN 
BOMBAY. WE WERE INFORMED THAT DATA ON SUBJECT CAN BE HAD 
ONLY FROM MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, GOI, NEW DELHI. HOWEVER, 

ONE CONSULTANT TOLD US THAT UNDP COMPLETED SURVEY ON FISHERY 
RESOURCES AND INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDED FOR ESTABLISHING A 
VIABLE FISHING INDUSTRY ON WEST COAST. HE STATED THAT FUNDING 
FOR HARBOR DEVELOPMENT AND PURCHASE OF TRAWLERS IS LIKELY TO 
COME FROM WORLD BANK. 

6. ON INDO-POLISH AGREEMENT RELATING TO SURVEY OF MAHARASHTRA 
AND GUJARAT COASTSBN ONE SOURCE INDICATED THAT NO PROGRESS 
HAS BEEN MADE. A POLISH SURVEY VESSEL WITH EXPORTS IS 
EXPECTED IN BOMBAY THIS MONTH. IN THE MEANWHILE, POLES ARE 
BELIEVED TO BE SEEKING "LETTERS OF INTENT' X FROM INDIAN 
FISHING FIRMS ON JOINT FISHINGMENTURES. WE LEARN THAT WO 

OR THREE FIRMS HAVE EVINCED TENTATIVEINTEREST IN THE 
PROPOSAL SUBJECT TO COMPLETION OF SURVEY AND FEASIBILITY OF 
THE SUGGESTED PROJECT. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

7. ONE SOURCE INFORMED US THAT GOI IS PLANNING TO INTRODUCE 
A BILL IN PARLIAMENT WHICH WOULD ENTITLE MARITIME STATE 
GOVERNMENTS CONTROL OVER FISHING AREAS OFFSHORE TO THEIR 
COASTS. SHOULD THE BILL REENACTED. STATE GOVERNMETS WOULD 
BE EMPOWERED TO ALLOT SPECIFIC AREAS TO VARIOUS FIRMS, 

ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS FISHING OFF THEIR COASTS. THE 
SOURCE BELIEVED THAT IN SUCH AN EVENTUALITY LARGE FISHING 
FIRMS USING TRAWLERS WOULD HAVE RESTRICTED OPERATIONAL 
FREEDOM.COURTNEY 

UNQUOTESCHNEIDER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FISHING INDUSTRY, FISHERIES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 10-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977NEWDE00363 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770008-0757 
Format: TEL 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 66/aaaacgdj. tel 

Line Count: 127 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b5f2b6db-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION COME 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 303763 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30-Sep-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3632946 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDIAN FISHERIES CATCHES AND SEAFOOD EXPORTS 
TAGS: EFIS, ETRD, IN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b5f2b6db-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 
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